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Goethe's sojourn in Venice had lasted seventeen days. He had made good use of 'his time in allowing the strange, unique picture of the city to impress itself upon him. " The first period of my journey is ended; may Heaven bless the others!" At the end of the second stood Rome.
In the moment when this goal looms up before him everything that lies between is overshadowed by it. With the same fervour with which he originally longed for Italy he now longs for Rome; and the same torturing fear that some obstacle may come up between him and his goal again pursues him to the very gates of the Eternal City. After a flying visit to Ferrara and Cento, on the i6th and iyth of October, he anticipates great joy from the sight of Raphael's Saint Cecilia in Bologna.78 Nevertheless he is impatient: " I cannot express how the nearness of Rome draws me on. If I were to yield to my impatience, I should see nothing on the way, but should hasten straight on. One more fortnight, and a longing of thirty years will be quieted. And yet even now it seems to me as if it were not possible."
Thus he writes on the evening of the i7th. On the i8th, however, he has formed the "very pacifying" resolution to shorten the fortnight by merely passing through Florence and making straight for Rome. "Nothing can afford me any pleasure till that first need is satisfied; yesterday in Cento, to-day here, I hasten on, anxious, as it were, that the time may pass by." On the igth, toward evening, after he has seen the Saint Cecilia, he determines again to write a calm word of sound sense: "For during these last days it was impossible for me. I know not how it will be this evening. The world is running away from beneath my feet, and an unutterable passion is driving me on. The sight of the Raphael and a walk toward the mountains have pacified me somewhat and given me a slight bond of attachment to this city." He counsels himself well, saying: "I will be composed and wait. I have possessed myself in patience these thirty years; I shall certainly survive another fortnight."